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Now [after hearing all these details] 
some people will say that the 
[People of the Cave] were three 
and the fourth was their dog. 
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And some people will say: they 
were five and the sixth was their 
dog. All of these people are merely 
guessing about unseen. 
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And yet some people say they were 
seven, and the eighth was their 
dog. 


[O Prophet!] Say: "My Lord knows 
best their number. No one knows 
about them except a few". So do not 
argue with them except with the clear 
proof [which We have revealed to 
you]. And do not ask anyone about 


them. 
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And never say [ O Prophet!] in 
regard to anything: "I will definitely 
do such [and such] tomorrow". 
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Unless you add: "If Allah so wills". 
And if ever you forget to say "Insha 
Allah", then remember your Lord 
and say, "| trust that my Lord will 


guide me to what is better in this 
matter". 
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So, they stayed in their Cave three 
hundred years, and [some] add 


nine [more]. 


EIN BIG قل الله آعم‎ 
[O Prophet!] Say: Allah knows best 
how long they remained in their 
cave. To Him [alone] belongs the 
knowledge of the unseen [realms] 


of the heavens and the earth. 
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How perfectly He sees and hears! 


They have no protector Besides 
Him, nor does He share His 


sovereignty with anyone. 


This story conveys a message to the deniers 
that the People of the Cave believed in the 
same monotheism that this Qur'an calls for. 
For the believers, the message is that the 
behavior of the People of the Cave's 
polytheistic nation was no different from the 
behavior of the deniers, but Allah helped them 
and saved them from the oppression of their 
people. Just as Allah put the People of the 


Cave to sleep for a long period and then 
raised them up again, so too will all humans 
be raised again on the Day of Judgment. 
Each person will be accountable for their 


deeds, and their permanent abode will be 
decided as either Paradise or Hell. 


